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This timeline of the long-term relationship between CH2M HILL and the

Willamette County community was developed as a community relations

poster by Melissa Caylord and Ann Hovland of the Portland, Ore., office.

1940s & 50s

A
Pioneering

Wastewater
Treatment

S Tf i r DfSIGNER OF MANY OF THf FIRST WASTrWATER

ireatment plants on the upper Willamette River, CH2M HILL

Wiii at the forefront of climiruiing discharge of raw sewage into the

nvei.Tlii'i imjgilcd tretf!iii«"iH plrni!1! if) Ortkridge, Fuyew, SpiinyRdd,

Corvallis. Albany. Salem, and McMirawille We aho were designing

some of the earliest water treatment planh vuch ai thf Taylw Water

Treitliwiil Pliinljmiii in Corvdllft in 1949,piLlur«i beimv.Tlii'i wd1* the

first iawje water treatment plant on the Willamette.Subsequent

expansions included mixed media filters, tube settlers,a high rate

(WfalW plate cSaiififr, and granular iinivated tarbwi filter

adsorbers—all "firsts" for treating the Willamette River source.

Earth-Friendly
Treatment of

Wastewater With
Overland Flow and

Wetlands

2000s

HEN THE CITY OF SALtM BEGAN TO PLAK FOR THE

infrastructure demands of a growing population

whilp f omplying wuh inc rpjwnqly «.rrinfjpnt

environmental regulations, ft turned to TOM HILL.

CH2M Hill is helping ihe city explore and pilot test

promising new Natural Reclamation System technologies

that treat vwstewater through overland flow and

wetlands, and reuse wastewater to irrigate ayikultural

crops and urban landscaping jrsss.These technologies

represent tremendous future potentwt for improving

wdler qudlily in thrWilldrwlu? Valley d»d reu'iiny walifi

for beneficial purposes that will serve both rural and yrban

Oregon,!his 5 ycoj pilot program will be imtrumrntdl in

framing rhrt technology foi application in the Willamette

Valley m the 21st century,



Innovative r\ KAUSE THE TUALATIN is A

Blazing a Trail
for Small

Communities

1960s

E
AfilY TREATMENT METHODS WtRECOSUX OFTEN BEYOND THE

means of small community s, CH<?M Hill w<w able to cost-

effectively adapt the technology of fu!l aerobic wastewater treatment

10 the constraints of a smaller scale. This adaptation—first used in

DrflldvOintun—quickly spicdd du uu the Luuiitiydiiddruund lite

world, providing small communities access to high-quality low-cost

wdilewdler treatmert!.

The Valley's First
Full-Scale Reuse of

Biosolids and
Wastewater to Grow

Poplar Trees

1990 s

1 ,

p. ATHERTHAN DISCHARGE TREATED WASTEWATERIKTO

H ihe rsver.The City of Woodburn hired CH2M Hill to

design a system liwl reuses wditewaler <tnd biusolich lo

grow poplar trees, simultaneous^ creating a cash crop,

reducing discharges, and beautifying the landscape. This

creative solution was precipitated by the need to meet the

most stringent total maximum daily load (TMDL)

requirements on the Willamette River system. By 2020, this

reuse site Is expected to cover m acres and treat 5 million

gallons of wastewater—as well as biowltds and compost—

each day By using this innovative "green" approach, the City

greatly minimizes the amount of effluent that would

otherwise be discharged into the Pudding River, a tributary

of the Willamette.

siow-moving river in an urbanSolutions to p
Stringent New

Reaulations area,suteagencies set stringent

1 AOA limitations on the amount of

phosphorus that could be discharged

into it. To meet this challenge for the Bock Creek Wastewater

Treatment Plant (Washirtrjinn County). CH?M HI) I riwlnpwl s

master plan and innovative improvement? that have since

become industry standards, One key short term improvement

included the use of clarkones (pictured), t treatment

technglogy never before used for municipal wjitewatCT

treatment Clancones allow tertiary unit processes

flutculation and clarification—to be combined as a single step

in a singl e vessel, making more efficient use of equipment and

chemicals, providing a cost-effective way to remove more

phosphorus.This method helped remove more than W'o of the

phosphorus in the wastewater to about 0 05 milligrams/liter,
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